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From the editor
Happy New Year!
I hope 2016 will be a good year for our club. All of us, the HCSS members, can achieve this; the active
members by attending the meetings, and members who don’t come to meetings regularily can contribute
by writing an article for the KK or showing us pictures of the plants you grow.
Newsletters are published 6 times a year in the odd months prior to our membership meetings. Please
submit your contributions by the first of every odd month.
Karla Halpaap-Wood

MEMBERSHIP

KATHY FEWOX

The November 11th meeting of HCSS was attended by twenty-five members. Dick and Phyllis McEuen
contributed three door prizes: an Edithcolea, won by Rolando Ontiveros; a Sansevieria species, which
went home with Kathleen Canty; and a Christmas ornament (cactus under a glass dome), which was won
by Jeff Boggan. Richard Stamper donated two door prizes: a Euphorbia franciosii cutting, which was won
by Ken Gardner; and Aloe hybrid R.G. “Red Kelly Griffin,” which was awarded to Richard Holland.
On December 6th Rivas Italian Restaurant was again the site of our annual Holiday Party. The beautiful
decorations made it easy to feel in a festive mood. The food was delicious, we had a nice gift exchange, and
some very nice door prizes were handed out. I feel safe in saying we all had a wonderful time.
In member news, my 93-year-old mother, Virginia McGee, fell and broke her left femur sometime between
Thanksgiving and Christmas (it’s all a blur of hospitals and doctors). She now has steel rods in both her
femurs, having broken the right one in July of 2014. We’re hoping her physical therapy goes as well this
time as it did then. Mom isn’t a member of HCSS, but she should be an honorary one, as many of my plants
reside on her patio.
Please send news of HCSS members and their families to kathyfewox@aim.com.

Calendar:

January 13: Membership Meeting at Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion, McGovern Centennial Gardens.
Jaime Gonzalez, Conservation and Education Director, Katy Prairie Conservancy, will speak on “The
Katy Prairie Conservancy Great Grow-Out.”
February 10: Membership Meeting at Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion, McGovern Centennial Gardens.
“CSSA Field Trip Day” by Richard Stamper.
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President’s Message for 2016
Thank you for your vote of confidence in me to lead the HCSS
into the next year, which will include decisions about the venue so that we are no longer the Nomadic Cactus Club, and
getting a set schedule. Thanks to all of you who have agreed
to assume various offices and positions. It takes many people
to make the club work well, and there are many people (you
know who you are) who give tirelessly to our club. I would
also like to say to newer members that it is a great way to get
to know people, learn more about cactus and other succulents, and have fun. If you don’t feel comfortable assuming a
position yet, you can always assist someone else in doing their
position to learn what you might be interested in. Several
people have also expressed interest in new ideas for the club,
which will be brought up at meetings to come.
Lastly, I’d like to extend a HUGE thank-you to our outgoing
president, Richard Stamper, for leading us through the drama
and confusion resulting from the major flood in the Multipurpose Center Building, for hosting out board meetings at
his house, our ever-changing venue, etc. with such poise and
good humor.
Everyone who knows me knows how much I love HCSS, so
let’s have a great year.
Josie Watts

www.hcsstx.org
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Daryl Rebrovich

Name: Stenocereus pruinosus (sten-oh-KER-ee-us)
Synonyms: Rathbunia pruinosa, Cereus edulis, Lemaireocereus pruinosus, Echinocactus pruinosus,
Cereus pruinosis, Ritterocereus pruinosus
Common Name: Grey Ghost Organ Pipe, Pitayo
Habitat/Distribution: Native to Mexico, reported growing in areas of Arizona and Baja California Peninsula.
Description - Evergreen succulent,grey-green to green in color, growing in a tree like columnar upright form,
with one or more trunks. Branching and “buttons” may occur at any level but, are most common at the base.
Each section has 6-10 high ribs lined with areoles from which flowers and spines are produced. Flowers are
produced on new growth at stem tips, opening in spring with flowers going day and night for both day and
night pollinators. White to pale pink flowers of moderate size are packed with yellow stamens. They produce
small apple sized edible red fruits.
Areoles are located up to 1.6” apart (4 cm); with 1 (to 4) grayish central spine/s, up to 1.2” long (3 cm);there
are 5-9 grey radials with brown to blackish tips.
This frost tender cactus is popular as a potted plant indoors and out. Potting soil should be porous and well
drained. Thought to be a good candidate for lower elevation Southwestern gardens with mild winters. Note:
outside in the Houston area may require some winter protection as well as rain protection. The plant has been
reported as a food source.
Height:13’-16’ (4.0m - 4.9m) some reports to 20’
Width: 4’-10’ (1.2m - 3.0m)
Soil ph: 6.1 - 7.8
Hardiness zones: 9b - 12
Light: full sun to part sun
Water: little to moderate
Blooms: spring to early summer
Propagation: cuttings
Seeds: yellowish brown with rough surface
Growth rate: reported as slow but from my own personal experience I would rate it as moderate. This may be due to more watering in the Houston environment than it would receive naturally in
the wild growth regions.
kingdom - Plantae
Family - Cactaceae
Tribe - Pachycereeae
Genus - Stenocereus
Species - pruinosus
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Noreen Tolman

Cryptostegia grandiflora
An old fashioned evergreen, perennial climber, commonly called a rubber vine, that is currently enjoying a revival among tropical and succulent gardeners. The genus, Cryptostegia, is in the dogbane family,
Aponynaceae.   Cryptostegia grandiflora is the only species that is widely recognized and agreed upon,
with some claiming there are one or two more species, believed to actually be subspecies. It is a shrubby,
woody, twining vine from Africa, India, and Madagascar, where it is seen growing in both dry and wet regions. This Rubber Vine can be supported on a trellis or maintained as a sprawling shrub (to 6 foot) with
light pruning. It is an excellent plant for the Gulf Coast, tolerating both our dry and wet seasons, as well
as being very salt tolerant, growing near the beach. Cryptostegia thrives, and becomes very vigorous, with
humidity and heavy rainfall, even tolerating temporary flooding conditions very well. It tolerates dry seasons
as well, although not as vigorous.....blooming best with regular watering.  Can be grown in the ground in
zones 9b-11, and in pots, with protection during freezes, in lower zones.
Cryptostegia blooms in late spring through summer, on and off, especially after a rainfall. The flowers
are trumpet or bell-shaped, 2-3 inches long, violet to deep reddish violet, with corona lobes (some forked,
some smooth depending on subspecies).  Has ovate to elliptical shaped, opposite, succulent, glossy, dark
green leaves that are 3-5 inches long, with light green veins. Likes moderate to regular moisture, in average,
well draining soil. Full to part sun.
Cryptostegia has been introduced by man, to most other tropical and subtropical regions, because of its
attractive flowers and the fact that its latex contains commercial grade rubber (hence the name). Cryptostegia and other latex-producing species were cultivated as rubber substitutes after the rubber supply was
cut off by the Japanese occupation of Southeast Asia and Indonesia during World War II. It is non-invasive
in most parts of the world, however due to much moisture and optimal climate, it has become a significant
weed in remote areas of northern Australia, where the seeds are spread by flood waters. It is sometimes
regarded as the worst weed of Australia.
Cryptostegia is propagated by seeds or cuttings. Seed pods are rigid 3-5 inches long and 1-2 inches wide,
and grow in pairs at the end of a short stalk. The seeds are attached to a silky white floss. In nature, seeds
germinate best after the first rains of the wet season, but growth does not become rapid until well after the
wet season begins. However, if enough water is available, rubber vine can grow as much as several feet in
one month. Flowering usually occurs after the wet season ends, along with fruit set. It is usual to find both
mature and immature fruit on rubber vine at any one time. Rubber vine seeds are dispersed by winds and
flooding.
As with many latex yielding plants, Cryptostegia is poisonous and can cause contact dermatitis, so care
should be taken with children and animals. The taste is reported to be quite offensive, so there are only rare
reports of any incidents.    It was proven toxic to livestock: less than 10 grams of rubber vine leaves can kill
a horse within six days, and it is reported to also be highly toxic to cattle, sheep and goats. However, due to
the plant being extremely unpalatable reports of these deaths, in Australia, have only occured in dry seasons
when green grass was very scarce, and therefore the leaves of the vine were the only greenery available.
www.hcsstx.org
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I personally have grown Cryptostegia for a number of years now, through many different weather conditions
and temperatures. I have found this plant to be very easy to grow, and a reliable bloomer. I highly recommend
it for any grower interested in a succulent type vine.

February Cactus Of The Month

Dick McEuen

Micranthacereus strekeri Van Heek and Van Criekinge 1986
The Genus name was described by Backeberg in 1938 as follows: From Greek: Micros, small + anthos, flower
+ cereus, candle. I was unable to determine the origin of the species name.(1) He described them as cylindrical, single erect to inclined, or more commonly branched at the base.
This description is important to me because we have two plants, each showing one of the different growth
characteristics.
This plant is restricted to only one site to the west of Seabra in central Bahia, Brazil. The population is declining due to factors that are known but are not being corrected. The species is therefore listed as Critically
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Endangered. It grows on rocks, quartz gravel and sand in a moist shrub-land habitat where it is classified as
a sub-shrub reaching a maximum height of 30 to 32 inches. (2)

The spines are a pale gold color and are very dense with areoles 2 to 3 millimeters apart. There are 6 to 8
centrals shorter than 2.5 centimeters and 20 to 30 radials shorter than 1 cm.
At maturity the plant develops a superficial and somewhat sunken pseudo-cephalium with compact white to
brownish hairs and reddish brown bristles less than 3 cm long. Flowers are tiny purple and seed pods are red.
The plants are tolerant of humidity and like full sun to partial shade. They are probably hardy down to 30
degrees F. They need to be watered regularly, but more sparsely during winter. As their habitat is described
as rocks, gravel and sand, they need a soil mix that drains quickly. (3)
We got our plants from Miles Anderson in Arizona. Twice a year he sends a plant list and we search it for
something new and interesting. On one of the lists was this plant. Phyllis wasn’t sure if we had one but it
looked familiar so she put a check mark by it to remind her to check in the greenhouse. Before she got around
to checking I ordered some plants. Like the dutiful husband I am I included everything she had checked. Of
course we already had one.
REFERENCES: 1 - The New Cactus Lexicon, dh Books, 2006, 2 - icunredlist.org, 3 - davesgarden.com

www.hcsstx.org
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Phyllis McEuen

NAME: Avonia quinaria ssp. (or var.) alstonii
SYNONYM: Anacampseros alstonii
DISTRIBUTION: Avonia quinaria ssp. alstonii is found in northern Namaqualand, Cape Province, South
Africa and in southern Namibia. Dense localized colonies grow in flat quartz fields and in hollowed rocks.
DESCRIPTION: This is a dwarf caudiciform plant with a turnip-shaped rootstock (caudex) and 0.75-3.0
inch diameter, spherical crown above ground. Numerous green and white tentacle-like branches grow from
the crown and may be .07 inch thick and 0.75-1.25 inches long. White 1.25 inch diameter flowers appear
late in the afternoon.
CULTIVATION: Alstonii is a slow-growing plant. In habitat, a crown 6 inches in diameter may be centuries old. According to the literature, the rootstock/caudex should be kept below ground for 8-12 years. An
exposed caudex will not grow larger.
Plant astonii in a gritty, fast-draining potting mix. Water regularly from March to October and feed with a
high potassium or slow-release fertilizer. Keep the plant mostly dry in the winter or rot may occur. A temperature above 40 degrees F is recommended. This plant likes full sun to light shade.
PROPAGATION: Propagation is by seed. The fine, light brown seeds must be planted as soon after harvest as possible or they lose viability. Seeds germinate at temperatures between 60-70 degrees F.
REFERENCES: Very little information about this plant is found in books. All the information above came
from the following Internet sites: llifle.com (Encyclopedia of Living Forms), plantlust.com, and cactusconsortium.com.
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Karla Halpaap-Wood

On Saturday, November 14th, Stan Russ conducted a junior judge training session. We met at Trini Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Rd.
I really enjoyed the class. Not only will I be able to help judge future shows, but I can use all that knowledge
to enter better plants.
We learned how the judging of show plants works and the hierarchy of people involved. There are TACSS
certified judges and local judges. A TACSS certified judge can judge at any cactus club in Texas, the junior
local judges only at our shows. In a conflict of opinion the senior TACSS certified judge has the last word,
but the show chair person is above all.
Anybody who has entered plants in the show before has seen the scoring/grading sheets. I always keep mine
and when I enter the same plant in a later year I know what I need to improve.
First of all, plants need to be mature. If it’s too young or a seedling, points will be taken off.
Second, judges look at the condition of the plants, like elongated or uneven growth. Does the plant have too
much or not enough sun, too much or not enough nutrients, damage like broken spines or leaves, scarring.
The third point is the staging of the plant, meaning size of pot, clean pot, top dressing, how the plant sits in
the pot, centered, too high or too deep.
The fourth is naming. Is it the right name, genus and species and is spelling correct.
Stan discussed the different classification and what to look for in each. An artistic display and dish garden
is judged differently than regular plants. Novices are judged slightly more lenient than more experienced
members.
After the lesson we were divided in 2 groups of 3 “judges” and had to judge 3 cacti. In general, our judging
had similar results but far from equal, which is probably caused by our inexperience but also because it’s not
a real science. Judges have to go by the rules made up by the club.
It would be nice to have a refresher course from time to time and also to practice judging more.
For the general club members but especially new members I would like to see a program every few years
about how to groom plants for the show and let everybody know what the judges look for.

HCSS Leadership and Contact Info:

Josie Watts, President, josiewatts@mindspring.com
Wally Ward, First Vice President, wtw3arb@aol.com
Cindy Gray, Second Vice President, grayco60@hotmail.com
Noreen Tolman, Recording Secretary, teichflora@aol.com
Bruce Moffett, Treasurer, bmoffett@mindspring.com
Karla Halpaap-Wood , KK editor and Webmaster, khalpaap@me.com
Kathy Fewox, Membership, kathyfewox@aim.com
Richard Holland, Education, roholland@att.net
Daryl Rebrovich, Show Chairman, Go3Pets@sbcglobal.net
www.hcsstx.org
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By Cactusboy

As with all CSSA bi-annual conventions, the one in Claremont CA. was a blast. We stayed at Pitzer College in dorms and had breakfast and lunch there on campus. I flashed back to my barracks at New Mexico Military Institute. The experience was quite satisfactory for one week at least. The cost for room and
board was probably 60% of the usual cost for CSSA room and board.
Pitzer is one of several colleges in the Claremont College system. It is the penultimate college town and
a very nice one. The campus is planted in a magnificent selection of cacti and succulents. Joe Clements,
who is a well-respected alumnus of the CSSA scene, is the brain-power behind this phenomenon.
I think my favorite photo of all is of the dove family in the Pachypodium.
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T H E

H U N T I N G T O N
LIBRARY, ART COLLECTIONS, AND BOTANICAL GARDENS
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, California 91108 (626) 405-2100

BOTANICAL GARDENS

DESERT FORUM
Saturday, 16 January 2016
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
9:00 – 10:00		

Registration – in front of new visitor entry area
Please bring your CSSA or affiliated club badge or membership card for admission

9:00 – 11:00		

Desert Garden		

			

Knowledgeable staff and docents will be stationed throughout

			

the Desert Garden and Desert Conservatory

			

Aloes will be flowering

11:00 – 1:00		

Plant Sales
Gate opens by the Teaching Greenhouse at 11:00 for plant sales - please, no early bird shopping

			

Cash, checks, and credit cards accepted

		
1:00 – 4:30		

Free Time
Attendees are welcome to tour the gardens and galleries as of 10:30

Lunch:

The Café in the new visitor center features a variety of sandwiches and grilled items
The tea room at Liu Fang Yuan is a lovely option for fresh Chinese food
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