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Astrophytum ornatum and desert fern
by David Van Langen
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Membership                                                                                                            Kathy Fewox

HCSS added several new members at the September Show & Sale. Signing up were Chelsea Tanner, Ray-
mond Gonzalez, David Roberts, Alan Bauch, Eileen Donovan, Bill Slusser, Lees Ruoff, Virginia & Dean 
Oswald, Mary Pinke Neck & Raymond W. Neck, Jason Hogan & Martha Luna, and Amanda Pena & Nick 
Palacios. I know you’ll all join me in welcoming them to the club.
 
On September 26 several members gathered at Riva’s Italian Restaurant to say goodbye to Gloria and Richard 
Stamper. We all enjoyed ourselves, despite the sad reason for the get-together.
 

Our September 28th meeting was attended by twenty-one members, including new Show members Lees 
Ruoff and Ray Gonzalez. We also welcomed five guests: Johnia Henderson, Sophie Perrin, Sawnie Robert-
son, Teresa S. Garcia, and Wei-Chung Su. Two door prizes were given away: a Sansevieria masoniana, donat-
ed by the club, went to Daryl Rebrovich; and a Sanseviera (species undetermined), donated by Paul Stricklin, 
was won by David Van Langen. We had a huge number of plants for the Exchange Table, but no tickets or 
money box. Our solution was to improvise, and we used our door prize poker chips and the sign-in sheet to 
pull names. Every person at the meeting went home with a plant of some sort, and a good time was had by all.
 
Twenty-eight members attended our meeting on October 26, including new member Mary Trujillo. Welcome, 
Mary! Joining us were five guests: Jane Littell, Carol Gaas, Teresa S. Garcia, LuLu Hu, and Ian Wong. 
Generous members donated several nice door prizes. Dick and Phyllis McEuen contributed a Sanseiviera sch-
weinfurthii, which was won by Michael Lindee. Rolando Ontiveros brought a huge plumeria cutting, which 
was claimed by Imtiaz Bangee. Cindy Gray donated four very nice Gasteraloe “Green Ice” plants, which went 
home with Carol Gaas, Ken Gardner, Dick McEuen, and Karla Halpaap-Wood.
 
Keka Trevino, Liliana Rodriguez Cracraft’s mother, recently celebrated five years of being a cancer survivor, 
which is wonderful news! Congratulations to Keka, and to Liliana.
 
As always, please send any news of HCSS members and their families to kathyfewox@aim.com.

Josie Watts, President, josiewatts@mindspring.com
Wally Ward, First Vice President, wtw3arb@aol.com
Cindy Gray, Second Vice President, grayco60@hotmail.com
Noreen Tolman, Recording Secretary, teichflora@aol.com
Bruce Moffett, Treasurer, bmoffett@mindspring.com

Karla Halpaap-Wood , KK editor and Webmaster, 
khalpaap@me.com
Kathy Fewox, Membership, kathyfewox@aim.com 
Richard Holland, Education, roholland@att.net
Daryl Rebrovich, Show Chairman, Go3Pets@sbcglobal.net

HCSS Leadership and Contact Info: 

http://www.hcsstex.org
mailto:kathyfewox@aim.com
mailto:josiewatts@mindspring.com
mailto:wtw3arb@aol.com
mailto:grayco60@hotmail.com
mailto:teichflora@aol.com
mailto:bmoffett@mindspring.com
mailto:khalpaap@me.com
mailto:kathyfewox@aim.com
mailto:roholland@att.net
mailto:Go3Pets@sbcglobal.net


www.hcsstex.org                                                                                                                                       3  

Vol. 53, No. 6   November - December 2016

2016 Show and Sale

The show took place September 10 and 11 at the Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 W Gray St, 
Houston, TX 77019.

Best Cactus                                      Best Succulent

Mammillaria gemnispina 
Josie Watts 

Gasteria hybrid
 “Armstrongii x Bayeri” 

Richard Stamper 

Best of Show                                               Best Artistic Display

Euphorbia francoisii
Richard Stamper

Fockea edulis
Richard Stamper

http://www.hcsstex.org
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Best collections                                                Best novice plant

Adenium obesum
Operculicarya decaryi

Portulacaria afra
Daryl Rebrovich

Ariocarpus retusus v. 
scapharostroides
Chelsea Tanner

Educational Displays

Dick Gregg
Prickly Pear Cactus, the State Plant 

The Many Uses of Cactus and Succulents
Candelilla

by Liliana Cracraft
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HCSS RECOGNIZES TWO LONG-TIME MEMBERS                               Liliana Cracraft

The Houston Cactus and Succulents Society has recently honored two long-time members for their hard work 
and dedication; Leroy Kellogg and Richard Stamper.

Leroy Kellogg

Leroy joined the club in the late 1970’s and has been involved in many aspects  of the Club’s life. From going to 
field trips, helping regularly with the socials with his wife Joyce, mailing postcards about the show and sales, 
presenting the cactus of the month, donating books to the library, helping with the Christmas party, hosting a 
potting party, representing the club at community events, to serving as a club officer. He was part of the nom-
inating committee in 1989, and president of the club in 1992. In 1990 he became the Show and Sale Chairman 
and HCSS had a record sales and profit that year. He continued to be involved in the show and sale and in 
1994, he became the Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, a position he held until 2013. 

In addition to serving on the HCSS leadership, Leroy  was a member of the Chihuahuan Desert Research In-
stitute (CDRI) board of directors for many years and four years ago he became an emeritus board member. He 
is famous for always helping to cook BBQ at the annual CDRI members appreciation picnic. He has been an 
active member of TACSS since 1988 and served as treasurer one year. He was also a member of the Houston 
Arboretum committee.

Since 1990, Leroy has grown many award-winning plants.  At the annual Show and Sale his plants have won 
the Best Cactus (Dick Gregg Award) nine times (1990, 1992, 1997, 2001, 2003-2006, and 2012), more than 
anyone in the history of the club. His Ariocarpus retusus, A. furfuraceous cristate, and A. fissuratus are legendary. 
He has won the Best Succulent five times, Sweepstakes 1st place eight times, Sweepstakes 2nd place two 
times, and Sweepstakes 3rd place three times. His plants were designated as the Best of Show in 2002, 2003, 
2005, 2005, 2009, and 2010. Many times, his plants received more than one award. In 2001 two of Leroy’s 
plants were named the Best Cactus and Best Succulent, and additionally received the same awards at the Tex-
as Cactus and Succulent Society annual show.  To top it all, in 2004, he took all awards from HCSS receiving 
the Best Cactus, Best Succulent, First Place Sweepstakes, and Best of Show.

In addition to showing his beautiful plants and serving as a judge, one of Leroy’s greatest contributions to the 
Show and Sale was the establishment of the novice category for the show and sale participants. This encour-
ages the participation of the non-experts.

This is what people have said about out Leroy over the years:

“As we all know, Leroy is a hard worker. He always keeps our booth at the Houston Home and Garden Show running smooth-
ly”  - Marge Paramore, past president and membership chair, 1999.

“Leroy often works unselfishly behind the scenes for the benefit of the club, not his own glory.” - Stan Russ, HCSS presi-
dent 1998. 

“Our staff could simply not justify presenting the award to anyone else, based on the time and energy given by Leroy” - Dennis 
Miller, executive director of CDRI 1998.

http://www.hcsstex.org
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To honor Leroy, one of the hardest workers in the history of HCSS, the board of directors decided unanimous-
ly at the November 2016 meeting, to rename the Dick Gregg Award, given for the Best Cactus at the Annual 
Show and Sale since 1988. It will now be called The Leroy Kellogg Award.   Leroy had previously received a 
lifetime membership in 1998, the same year he was named Volunteer of the Year by CDRI

Leroy has been married to his wife Joyce, a great supporter of the club’s activities, for over 60 years. They 
now live in Giddings, Texas.

Leroy with the new  Best Cactus Award
the Leroy Kellog Award 

Leroy with the old Best Cactus Award
the Dick Gregg Award

http://www.hcsstex.org
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Richard Stamper
Richard has been another tireless worker at HCSS. He 
joined the club in 2000 and 3 years later became the KK 
editor, a position that he held until 2008 when he became 
the club’s president. Richard holds a record for the num-
ber of times he was president (six), and for the number 
of years in a row he led our group (four years, 2008-
2011). He also served as the KK publisher from 2011-
2013 and was treasurer 2012-2013.

The contributions from Richard to our club and hobby 
are enormous. He was a regular participant in the club’s 
activities and every year since 2003 he was a presenter 
for the plant of the month at least twice, and as many 
as four times.  His plants were always chosen carefully, 
with all the intent to educate us about rare and unusual 
plants.  Who else will be presenting Juttadinteria kovis-
montanata, Calibanus hookeri, or Ficus petiolaris?   

His plant collection is impressive and he is a careful 
and dedicated gardener. His plants have been award-
ed the Best Succulent category seven times ( 2006, 
2007, & 2009-2013), Best of Show four times (2006 & 
2011-2013), Best Artistic Display four times (2007, 
2010, 2012, 2013), Best Dish Garden (2003), and his 
Lithops have won the Best Collection Award twice 
(2004 & 2007). Richard’s plants have also been recog-

nized as some of the best by the Texas Association of Cactus and Succulents.

Richard has always been very generous with his knowledge and his plants.  He often participated as the main 
speaker at our meetings covering many relevant and interesting topics, and during our Show and Tell seg-
ments. He also participated as a judge during the annual Show and Sale, and was always a regular donor of 
good quality plants for the exchange table, or to be used as door prizes.

Richard and his wife Gloria were always generous supporters of the social time during our events, signing 
up sometimes for more than once. They also shared their knowledge of plants and beautiful photographs in a 
multiplicity of articles published in the newsletter.

In recognition to his multiple and unselfish contributions to the hobby and the advancement of our club, the 
HCSS board of directors granted Richard Stamper a Lifetime Membership on September 16, 2016.

Richard and Gloria have recently moved to Georgetown, Texas, to live near their family.

http://www.hcsstex.org
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November Cactus of the Month                                    Phyllis McEuen

NAME:  Gymnocalycium horstii  (Named for Leopold Horst (1918-1987), a German-born Brazilian cactus 
collector)

COMMON NAME:  Spider cactus

DISTRIBUTION:  This plant is found in Uruguay, East Paraguay, Northeast Argentina, and South Brazil 
(Rio Grande do Sul).  Populations are scarce and fragmented.  The species is critically endangered in Rio 
Grande do Sul and endangered elsewhere.  Grazing, agriculture, illegal collecting, invasive grasses, fire, and 
Eucalyptus forestry have reduced populations by 60% since 2005.

DESCRIPTION:  Gymnocalycium horstii is a solitary or clumping globular cactus up to five inches in diam-
eter.  It has five to six wide ribs and pale yellow spines either straight or curved downward.  Horstii blooms 
from late spring into early summer.  Flowers may be white, pale pink, pink, or pale purple.  The fruit are a 
blue-green color.

CULTIVATION:  This is an easy-to-grow cactus.  It should be planted in a potting mix which drains quickly.  
Fertilize with a high potassium fertilizer.  The plant enjoys more water in the summer than most cacti.  A min-
imum temperature of 55 degrees F is preferred but the plant can survive temperatures into the 20s if very dry.  
Horstii must be kept in light-to-medium shade.  A plant will burn if exposed to hot, direct sun.

REFERENCES:

   1.  Cactus Art Nursery (cactus-art.biz)       2.  The New Cactus Lexicon, 2006              

   3.  IUCN Red List of Threatened species (iucnredlist.org)

                   

http://www.hcsstex.org
http://www.cactus-art.biz/schede/GYMNOCALYCIUM/Gymnocalycium_horstii/Gymnocalycium_horstii/Gymnocalycium_horstii.htm
http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/152340/0
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November Succulent of the Month                                    Richard Holland

NAME:  Kalanchoe tomentosa  

Family: Crassulaceae (krass-yoo-LAY-see-ee)

Genus: Kalanchoe (kal-un-KOH-ee) 

Species: tomentosa (toh-men-TOH-suh) 

COMMON NAME:  Chocolate Soldier, Pussy Ears, Panda Plant:

Habitat/Distribution:   A native of Madagascar.  It is found on granite 
rocks.

DESCRIPTION (STEM, FLOWERS,  FRUITS):  Kalanchoe tomento-
sa is a succulent perennial shrub with green, furry leaves, up to 3 inches 
(7.5 cm) long and 1 inch (2.5 cm) wide, covered with white hair and some 
brown spots on margins and at tips.  Plant grows to 1.5 feet tall.  In native 
habitat, plant produces fuzzy , bell-shaped green and yellow flowers.  The dense mat of hairs growing from 
the leaf retards the movement of air directly across the leaf surface, thereby reducing the water vapor loss due 
to transpiration process.

CULTIVATION/GROWTH:   Plant in partial to full sun.  Feed ever four weeks during  Spring to end of 
Summer.  Cold hardy to 25 deg. F. and protect from frost.  Do not get leaves wet.  If outdoors, protect from 
rain.  For indoor plants, temperatures between 60—75 deg. F are advised.  pH requirements are 6.1 to7.8.    
Water the plant from the bottom.  Repot ever two years or longer when mature.  The maximum pot size need-
ed should be about 5 inches.  This plant does well in hanging baskets.  Potted plants are rare to flower.  

PROPAGATION:  Propagation is with leaf or stem cuttings.  Allow cut surface to callous over before plant-
ing.  Cuttings should have roots within four weeks and can be moved to a standard pot.  

REMARKS:  Plant is toxic to cats and dogs if eaten.  This is an easy plant to grow and propagate.

REFERENCES:   

www.houseplantsexpert.com/panda-plant.html

www.guide-to-houseplants.com/panda-plant.html

www.plantsrescue.com/kalanchoe-tomentosa/

http://www.hcsstex.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madagascar
http://www.houseplantsexpert.com/panda-plant.html
http://www.guide-to-houseplants.com/panda-plant.html
http://www.plantsrescue.com/kalanchoe-tomentosa/
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December Cactus of the Month                                                                         Liliana Cracraft

NAME:  Ariocarpus retusus
SYNONYMS: A furfuraceous (Thomp-
son), Anhalonium (Lemaire), A. confusus 
(Halda & Horacek)

COMMON NAMES:  Living Rock 
Cactus, Peyote Cimarrón, Seven Stars, 
Tsuwíri.

INTRODUCTION: This is the largest 
member of the genus Ariocarpus, and 
also the most variable.  It was first de-
scribed in 1838 by Belgian botanist Mi-
chel Scheidweiler. A. retusus has received 
a number of names but Anderson and 
Fitz Maurice (1997) believe that there 
are two subspecies; retusus and trigonus. 
Intermediate forms between the two sub-
species are known to exist. They are con-
sidered dwarf plants possessing a very 
succulent carrot-like root. They can live 
many years. This plant is listed in Appendix I of CITE The Huichol people of México use it ceremonially 
through it is not known if it contains psychoactive alkaloids. S. This and the other five species of Ariocarpus 
have been extensively and illegally collected. 

DESCRIPTION:  Plants are flattened and globose. The stem surface is triangular, with leaf-like tubercles 
(also called podaria). These structures are arranged around the stem. The tubercles are  grey-green, blue-
green, or yellow green, measuring 1.2-9.8 in. high, and 1.5-12 in. in diameter. The tubercles are divergent, 
projecting above ground level, erect, crowded basally, more or less pointed, or rounded or flat on top. Each 
tubercle is about 3/4 in. long, flat on the upper surface.  The body of the plant has wool from which the flow-
ers arise.  Flowers are cream colored to light yellow or white, occasionally with reddish midveins.  Fruits are 
somewhat cylindrical or elongate, measuring 0.4-1 inches in length.

Subspecies retusus is variable but is often gray-green or blue-green. The tubercles are not sharply incurved,  
not sharply pointed, and have a round aerolar pad at the tip.    Flowers white or pale pink. Flowers are diurnal 
and appear in early fall, varying in color from white to pale pink. Flowering occurs in mature plants. Subspe-
cies trigonus is yellow-green, the tubercles are strongly incurved and sharply pointed, and lack aerolar pads 
at the tips.

DISTRIBUTION:  States of Coahuila, Nuevo León (on both sides of the Sierra Madre Oriental), San Luis 
Potosí and Tamaulipas in México. Subspecies retusus is found throughout the Chihuahuan desert from Saltillo 
to south of San Luis Potosí.   Subspecies trigonusis is found in the Tamaulipan thorn shrub vegetation from 
north of Monterrey to the valley of Jaumave in Tamaulipas.

GROWTH:  These are slow growing plants unless they are grafted. Requires sun, porous rich soil, and a min-
imum temperature of 50°F. Require careful watering in the summer.  Keep completely dry in the winter.  They 
can only be raised from seed.

Photo by Liliana Cracraft taken 10/20/2016

http://www.hcsstex.org
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REFERENCES:

Anderson, Miles.  The Ultimate Book of Cactus & Succulents. 1998. Lorenz Books, London.
Anderson, E. The Cactus Family. 2001. Timber Press, Portland, OR.
Cullman, Götz and Gröner. The Encyclopedia of Cacti. 1984.  Timber Press, Portland, OR.
Innes, C and Glass, C. Cacti. 1991. Portland House, New York.

**********************************************************

December Succulent of the Month                                                       Kenneth Gardner

Edithcolea grandis  (syn. Edithcolea sordida)
 
Edithcolea is a monotypic genus with a single 
species, E. grandis   (aka Persian carpet flower, 
Starfish).
It is closely related to the genus Caralluma.  For-
merly in the family Asclepiadceae, but reclassi-
fied to the subfamily Asclepiadioideae  in the fam-
ily Apocynaceae.  The genus is named after Miss 
Edith Cole, who allegedly collected this plant 
during a botanical expedition in northern Soma-
lia in 1894/95.
 
Edithcolea grandis is a grayish green succulent 
perennial plant with long, fleshy, 5-angled stems, 
that may be erect, semi-erect, or decumbent, to a 
foot tall at most.  The glabrous stems are armed 
with evenly spaced hard, spine or thorn like, brown teeth or tubercules.
 
From summer to early fall, 4-5 inch bi-sexual flowers are borne near the stem tips.  These star shaped flowers 
are hairy marginated, reddish/purple brown, with pale creamy yellow spots and stripes, with purple centers.  
Flowers are quite beautiful, and resemble carpets, hence the common name of Persian Carpet flower.  The 
unfortunate part is that they have the carrion like smell, which attracts flies and other insects for pollination.
 
These flowers are followed by fruit (follicles) which contain a large number of seeds.  The seeds are oval 
shaped and bear a tuft of hairs (coma) so they can be dispersed with the wind.  Edithcolea can also be propa-
gated by root stem cuttings in warm weather.
 
Edithcolea grandis is found from low-lying hills in Yemen, the Horn of Africa (Ethiopia and Somalia),  as well 
as around the Great Lakes of Africa in Kenya, and Tanzania.   It is found in dry and arid regions, sometimes in 
full sun, but mostly partly shaded by boulders and shrubby vegetation.  It grows best in very well drained soils, 
with moderate to infrequent waterings, and none at all when dormant.  Edithcolea prefers warm climates, and 
does not tolerate cold temps, being prone to rot and freezes in cold temperatures.
 
The stems of Edithcolea grandis are eaten as a vegetable in Ethiopia and Somalia.   But mostly it is cultivated 
as a desert garden ornamental, worldwide.  It is one of the more difficult of the carrion/stapeliinae type plants 

Photo by Bert Polling
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Soil mixes                                         Josie Watts

I am very honored that people were interested in my soil mix.  To reiterate, my mix consists of the following:

1/2 potting soil (use a good brand, i.e. Miracle Gro or Landscaper mix
1/4 perlite
1/4 mixture of sand, granite grit, expanded shale, pumice, and small stones

There are many mixes, as can be confirmed by talking to different members.  Some plants, i.e. agave, sanseve-
ria, and some other succulents, which are not picky.  However, true desert cactus are more in need of reliably 
draining soil.

Remember that this is only my mix.  Some people use absolutely no organic substances in their mixes.

I also feed my plants food at 1/4 strength during growing season and use rainwater for watering.

Good luck in growing, and I’m always interested in talking about “dirt” to anyone who is interested.

Calendar:
 
November 9 7:30 pm Board Meeting at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center. 

November 16  7:30 pm Membership Meeting at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center. “Succulent Plants of  
   the Richtersveld Park in South Africa;” pictures by Rosario and Mike Douglas and narra- 
   tion by Wally Ward.

December 4  6:00 pm Christmas dinner and installation of officers at Riva’s

January 1 Deadline to submit articles for Jan/Feb KK.
  
January 11 7:30 pm Board Meeting at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center. 

January 25 7:30 pm Membership Meeting at Metropolitan Multi-Service Center.

to grow due to its low tolerance for low light and lower temps.  However, given dry and hot temperatures it 
thrives.  
 
I don’t own this plant, but given the opportunity I would definitely like to try growing it at some time.

***************************************
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